Warning signs of forced marriage

HEALTH
Accompanied to doctors
Self harm
Attempted suicide

Eating disorders
Depression

Isolation

Substance misuse

Mental and physical disability

FAMILY
HISTORY
Siblings forced to marry
Siblings reported missing

Early/unwanted pregnancy

PERSONAL
CIRCUMSTANCES

Truancy or extended absences
from education

Early marriage of siblings
Poor exam results Self harm of siblings
Death of a parent
Family disputes

History of domestic abuse

Withdrawn from school/work

Decline in performance
Low motivation

Unreasonable financial control Running away from home

e.g. confiscation of wages/income
Reported offences e.g. shop-

lifting or substance
misuse

Unreasonable restrictions
e.g. “house arrest” & financial

If a person restrictions
discloses that they Tyredaimy
have been, or are

about to be, forced
into marriage,

then...

Offer reassurance and support. Refer to local and national support groups and counselling services with a history of dealing with cases of
forced marriage. Refer to the Forced Marriage Unit (020 70080151). Consider encouraging them to speak to a domestic abuse police officer
even if it is not an emergency
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[s there an immediate danger to
Are they under 18 years of age, or do physical or mental health or to life?
they have children under 18 years old?

Is it necessary to involve manager or
admit to hospital or involve the police?
Follow multi-agency guidelines.
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Discuss a safety plan and provide
information on support agencies. For
further information contact the Forced
Marriage Unit on 020 70080151

Y l
Assess personal risk. How serious is the
threat? Is there a family history of Document everything accurately and get
forced marriage? as much information as possible from
them, e.g. full name, date of birth,
father’s name and any addresses where
they may be staying overseas.
Advise them not to travel overseas.
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Refer to social care services and the
local police Child Protection Unit as Consi et
Jonsider the need to share information . o . .
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